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Synopsis

Hillary Rodham Clinton’s inside account of the crises, choices, and challenges she faced during her
four years as America’s 67th Secretary of State, and how those experiences drive her view of the
future. In the aftermath of her 2008 presidential run, she expected to return to representing New
York in the United States Senate. To her surprise, her former rival for the Democratic Party
nomination, newly elected President Barack Obama, asked her to serve in his administration as
Secretary of State. This memoir is the story of the four extraordinary and historic years that
followed, and the hard choices that she and her colleagues confronted. Secretary Clinton and
President Obama had to decide how to repair fractured alliances, wind down two wars, and address
a global financial crisis. They faced a rising competitor in China, growing threats from Iran and North
Korea, and revolutions across the Middle East. Along the way, they grappled with some of the
toughest dilemmas of US foreign policy, especially the decision to send Americans into harm’s way,
from Afghanistan to Libya to the hunt for Osama bin Laden. Drawing on conversations with
numerous leaders and experts, Secretary Clinton offers her views on what it will take for the United
States to compete and thrive in an interdependent world. She makes a passionate case for human
rights and the full participation in society of women, youth, and LGBT people. An astute eyewitness
to decades of social change, she distinguishes the trendlines from the headlines and describes the
progress occurring throughout the world, day after day. Secretary Clinton’s descriptions of
diplomatic conversations at the highest levels offer listeners a master class in international relations,
as does her analysis of how we can best use "smart power" to deliver security and prosperity in a

rapidly changing world - one in which America remains the indispensable nation.
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Customer Reviews

Some disclosures up front:--Unlike some of the people who didn'’t like this book, | am a
long-standing liberal Democrat. Among other things, this means that I'm not at all bothered by her
constant digs at W’s foreign policy (such as it was).--While I'm not one of those people who
worships the ground Hillary Clinton even thinks about walking on, | greatly respect and even admire
her. In retrospect, | think she’d have made a better President than Mr. Obama, and I'll likely vote for
her in 2016 (and | have got to believe she’s running).--1 usually like or love books that combine
politics with history.For all these reasons and more, it's totally disappointing that this book was so
bad. Another reviewer called it "pabulum," and while | disagree with other comments he made, that
one is spot on. The only thing good about the book is that it was organized by global region. Other
than that, it's dull, pre-digested and formulaic. She manages to take matters that are fascinating,
terrifying, dramatic or even "just" historically significant and turn them into pedantic pabulum (there it
is again). As if that weren’t bad enough, she feels compelled to give us at least one moral for every
story, but in every case | can recall the moral was something like "l believe that it's important to
reach out to people who disagree with you." That kind of thing is really insipid and, frankly,

condescending to anyone who shells out big bucks to buy a book like that.

Alright. | will lay out my political outlook first. | am a Conservative who is a bit of a political junkie and
| follow politics like one would follow sports. Even though | am a Conservative | enjoyed Barack
Obama’s "The Audacity of Hope" and "Dreams from my father". My favorite political autobiography
was that of Ted Kennedy. The point is | can be non biased when it comes to literature. Hillary’s
"Hard Choice’s" is a very boring book and that isn’'t always bad as long as it is informative but this
book is not informative and its very partisan without details or explanation like Obama did in "The
Audacity of Hope." For example. Clinton explains her work in trying to improve relations with Turkey
in her tenure as Secretary of State. She explains how important Turkey is given its economy,
education, and geo political position. She goes on to say the US has always enjoyed great relations
with Turkey but these were dramatically ruined under Bush’s Presidency and now she has to clean
up the mess. This attack on Bush'’s foreign policy is a constant theme in the book which is OK
except there is no explanation as to why Bush was unsuccessful in specific countries like Turkey. |

personally know Bush and Turkey butted heads because Turkey constantly did cross border



operations into Iraq attacking the Kurdish community in the North. Bush threatened them with
sanctions if they continued these operations as it was damaging our efforts there. It would have
been useful to readers who were not in Iraq during that time period for her to explain that dynamic

and then criticizing Bush'’s handling of it instead of blindly throwing jabs at Bush’s foreign policy.
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